
Bristol Bridge Club 
Registered Charity Number 1167959, Company Number CE007705 

 

Grenville Hall, 99 Oldfield Road, Bristol BS8 4QQ, www.bristolbridgeclub.co.uk, tel. 0117 929 1846 

 

 
 

C Drugan, A Simmonds, J Galpin, 10 June 2021  1. 

Resolution to agree in principle to the relocation of Bristol Bridge Club 
 
Bristol Bridge Club is currently located in an area of Hotwells that will be affected during the 
proposed Cumberland Basin redevelopment. The Council currently has two options on the 
table for the redevelopment: to do major works on the bridge as it currently stands, or to 
redevelop the whole area. 
 
A final decision about which of these options they will choose has been delayed due to the 
pandemic, but we expect it will be made by the end of this year. We have been advised that 
it could be up to five years before the work will begin in earnest. 
 
Whichever decision the council makes, it will fundamentally affect the running of the Club in 
its current location.  The Oldfield Place car park sits beneath the flyover, so will be out of 
action whichever path is taken by the council. The extent of any additional restrictions to 
the area caused by the building works is unknown, but for a project of that size it is 
anticipated it will also have a significant impact on the amount of on-street parking available 
to members.  The works will inevitably cause huge disruption to traffic in the entire area, 
with road closures, delays and diversions affecting traffic flows on all access routes. The 
time taken for cars and buses to get to the Club will increase substantially. 
 
Although no time frames are yet known for this major project, the Board are in agreement 
that the work will take many years and believe it would have such an adverse effect on 
members’ ability and readiness to get to the Club that it would no longer be viable. 
 
The Council are also bringing in the Clean Air Zone for an area of the inner city which 
encompasses the Club, probably in October. There will therefore be an £9 congestion 
charge for diesels older than 2014 and petrol cars older than 2006. We already know this 
affects some members of the Club.  
 
It seems likely that the effect of the pandemic on the current economic situation means that 
many businesses may fold in the next year or two.   
 
The Board has discussed all the information currently available in relation to this issue and, 
although some Trustees were initially opposed to relocation, it has now been agreed that 
the Club needs to take the difficult decision to relocate its premises – before the Western 
Harbour development starts to impact the Club, and while there may be a greater number 
of suitable properties available. 
 
The Relocation Committee would then be looking for properties which have free parking if 
at all possible, as this has been recognised as both an issue for current members and a 
significant deterrent in attracting new members. Also under consideration would be such as 
bus routes, secure bike racks, low property maintenance, better internal space for social 
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areas and, of course, general geographic accessibility for all members – current and 
prospective. Members’ contributions and input to the search for suitable properties will be 
welcome at all times. 
 
It will be a time-consuming and lengthy process to relocate the Club, and whilst there has 
previously been a majority of members in favour of a proposed move to Long Ashton, this 
was several years ago.  
 
We are therefore asking current members to agree in principle to this decision so work can 
start to look for a suitable location. We do not have any potential premises under 
consideration at present, and any proposed new premises would naturally be put to 
members before any final commitment is made, but we need to know that the majority of 
members are prepared to consider such a move before we undertake the significant 
amount of work required to find possible new locations. 
 
Resolution:  Members agree in principle to the relocation of Bristol Bridge Club to new 
premises. 
 
 
Caroline Drugan, Alison Simmonds, Jo Galpin 
Trustees and Relocation Committee 
 
 


